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CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN BRUNO

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

The City of San Bruno was incorporated as a general law city in 1914 by residents seeking 
the right to manage local affairs. Since then, the authority of general law cities over local 
affairs has diminished. Furthermore, the State has continually added mandates for cities 
that require local resources to address State concerns, increased its control over local 
matters, and redirected much needed local revenue for its own purposes. Changes in 
State law have limited the ability of San Bruno to decide how to use local dollars for local 
needs. The power of home rule, granted by the California Constitution, makes available 
to charter cities a variety of tools to use to implement local policy and address local 
concerns.  With this Charter, San Bruno will reclaim more local autonomy and expand the 
economic and fiscal independence of our City government to promote the health, safety, 
and welfare of all its residents. Therefore, we do hereby exercise the express right granted 
by the Constitution of the State of California to enact and adopt this Charter for the City 
of San Bruno.

ARTICLE I. ESTABLISHMENT OF HOME RULE, POWER OVER MUNICIPAL 
AFFAIRS, GENERAL LAW POWERS

Section 100. Powers of the City. The City of San Bruno (the “City”) shall have full power 
and authority to adopt, make, exercise, and enforce all legislation, laws, ordinances, 
resolutions, and regulations with respect to municipal affairs, subject only to the limitations 
and restrictions imposed on that power by this Charter, the Constitution of the State of 
California, and the laws of the United States. 

Section 101. Municipal Affairs. Municipal affairs encompass all matters of local concern 
as determined by the City Council consistent with the meaning of "municipal affairs" under 
the constitutional, statutory, and judicially defined law of the State of California. Each of 
the matters set forth in this Charter are declared to be municipal affairs, consistent with 
the laws of the State of California. The municipal affairs set forth in this Charter are not 
intended to be an exclusive list of municipal affairs over which the City Council may 
govern. The exercise of home rule over each matter set forth in this Charter uniquely 
benefits the residents of the City and addresses local concerns within the City.

Section 102.  Powers under State Law. 

(a) In addition to the power and authority granted by this Charter and the Constitution 
of the State of California, the City shall have the power and authority to adopt, 
make, exercise, and enforce all legislation, laws, ordinances, resolutions, and 
regulations and to take all actions and to exercise any and all rights, powers, and 
privileges heretofore or hereafter established, granted or prescribed by any law of 
the State of California or by any other lawful authority. In the event of any conflict 
between this Charter and the general laws of the State of California related to a 
municipal affair, this Charter shall control.
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(b) Nothing in this Charter is intended to restrict the City in exercising any right, power 
or authority granted under the general laws of the State of California. However, the 
provisions of this Charter shall prevail in the event of any conflict with the general 
laws of the State of California, unless preempted by state law on matters of 
statewide concern.

ARTICLE II. CONTINUATION OF BOUNDARIES, FORM OF GOVERNMENT, 
AND EXISTING LAW

Section 200.  Incorporation and Succession. The City shall continue to be a municipal 
corporation known as the City of San Bruno. The boundaries of the City shall continue as 
established prior to this Charter taking effect until changed in the manner authorized by 
law. The City shall remain vested with and shall continue to own, have, possess, control, 
and enjoy all property rights and rights of action of every nature and description owned, 
had, possessed, controlled, or enjoyed by it at the time this Charter takes effect. The City 
shall be subject to all debts, obligations, and liabilities of the City at the time this Charter 
takes effect. 

Section 201.  Form of Government. The government of the City shall continue to be the 
Council-Manager form of government as established by the San Bruno Municipal Code 
at the time that this Charter takes effect and by the laws of the State of California. The 
Council-Manager form of government of the City may be changed in the same ways and 
using the same procedures as a general law city. 

Section 202.  City Council, City Manager, and City Attorney.

(a) The City Council shall establish the policy of the City. The City Manager shall carry 
out that policy.

(b) The City Council shall appoint the City Manager.

(c) The City Manager, as the chief administrative officer of the City, shall appoint all 
department heads other than the City Attorney. 

(d) The City Council shall appoint the City Attorney. The City Attorney may be an 
employee of the City or an independent contractor providing legal services 
pursuant to a contract.

Section 203. Continuation of Existing Local Laws. All ordinances, codes, resolutions, 
regulations, rules, and portions thereof, in force at the time this Charter takes effect, and 
not in conflict or inconsistent herewith, shall continue in force until repealed, amended, 
changed, or superseded in the manner provided by this Charter and any 
other applicable laws.

Section 204. General State Laws. Except as provided in this Charter and in any 
ordinance, code, resolution, or other law adopted by the City Council regarding a matter 
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that is a municipal affair, the City shall be governed by the general laws of the State of 
California.

ARTICLE III. MUNICIPAL REVENUE

Section 300. Revenue Raising Power. The City may exercise all powers of a charter city 
to generate revenue, including but not limited to taxes, fees, assessments, and other 
charges.

Section 301. Real Property Transfer Tax. Without limiting the general power of the City, 
as expressed in Section 300 above, to generate revenue, the City may impose a tax on 
the conveyance of real property, based upon the price paid for the real property (“real 
property transfer tax”). Any real property transfer tax imposed by the City shall be in 
addition to any similar tax authorized by the general laws of the State of California.

ARTICLE IV. PREVAILING WAGES FOR PUBLIC WORKS AND PUBLIC 
CONTRACTING

Section 400.  State Prevailing Wage Law. The City shall comply with the laws of the State 
of California applicable to general law cities regarding the payment of prevailing wages 
for public works projects.

Section 401.  Contracting for Public Works. The City shall comply with the laws of the 
State of California applicable to general law cities regarding contracting for public works. 
The City’s laws, ordinances, codes, resolutions, and policies implementing State laws 
regarding contracting for public works shall continue to apply when this Charter takes 
effect and may be amended thereafter.

ARTICLE V. ELECTIONS

Section 500.  State Elections Law. The City shall comply with the laws of the State of 
California applicable to general law cities regarding elections. The City’s laws, 
ordinances, codes, resolutions, and policies implementing State laws regarding elections 
shall continue to apply when this Charter takes effect and may be amended thereafter.

Section 501. Initiative, Referendum, and Recall. Without limiting the general applicability 
of Section 500 of this Charter, the City shall comply with the laws of the State of California 
applicable to general law cities regarding initiative, referendum, and recall.

ARTICLE VI. INTERPRETATION, SEVERABILITY, AND AMENDMENT

Section 600.  Construction and Interpretation. The language of this Charter is intended to 
be permissive rather than exclusive or limiting and shall be liberally and broadly construed 
in favor of the exercise by the City of its power to govern with respect to any matter that 
is a municipal affair. Every reference in this Charter to state or federal law shall mean that 
law as it exists when this Charter takes effect or as it may thereafter be amended. 
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Section 602.  Severability. If any provision of this Charter should be held by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be invalid, void, or otherwise unenforceable, the remaining 
provisions shall remain enforceable to the fullest extent permitted by law. 

Section 603.  Amendment of Charter. As provided by state law, this Charter, and any of 
its provisions, may be amended by a majority vote of the electors voting on the question. 
Amendment or repeal may be proposed by initiative or by the City Council.


